
cartooning 
GHOST EFFECT 

www.activitytv.com 

 
Did you know there’s a free web video for this activity with step-by-step instructions? 

See all the fun activities for kids at www.activitytv.com. 
 

 

DESCRIPTION 
Come join the fun at the Activity TV Cartoon Studio. Learn a cool cartooning technique called...the Ghosting Effect! 
 

MATERIALS
• pad of paper 

• pencil 

• marker 

• colored chalks or colored pencils 

• eraser

 

DIRECTIONS
1. Using a marker, loosely draw a long thin oval shape for the face. 

2. Draw small eyes close to each other, with 2 curved lines on each side. Draw a pointy nose, and a crooked line 
going downwards for a mouth. 

3. When you draw the eyebrows, draw them going up, and one a little higher to add character. 

4. Draw 2 large C-shapes for ears, and trace around the face. Draw a few lines inside the ears for details and a few 
lines for hair.  

5. Erase all pencil lines. Draw a couple lines for shoulders and a V on his neck for a collar. 

6. Ghosting effect: Draw a curved light line on one side. Draw his nose facing the other way, on the same level as 
his nose, but lighter. Complete the face, and create the same thing on the other side. This will make it look like 
he turns his head really fast. 

7. Add color: use light peach for his face, red for cheeks and green for his shirt. Lighter colors for other faces. 

8. Now take some purple and draw swirly lines to make it look like he’s moving. Don’t be afraid to draw over his 
face. Draw in tears of sweat and write words like “gulp!” and “What…” to show his fear. 
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