
CRAFTS 
WHEELS & WINGS: COMPASS 

www.activitytv.com 

 
Did you know there’s a free web video for this activity with step-by-step instructions? 

See all the fun activities for kids at www.activitytv.com. 
 

 

DESCRIPTION 
This craft points toward adventure.  Visit the ATV garage and learn how to make a working compass! 
 

MATERIALS
• Needle 
• Magnet 
• Styrofoam plate 

• Scissors 
• Tray 
• Water

  

DIRECTIONS
1. Cut a circle out of your Styrofoam plate. Make sure your circle is small enough for your needle to stick out a 

little on both sides of it. 

2. Rub your needle with a magnet for about 45 seconds to magnetize it. Be sure to only rub it in one direction or it 
won’t work. Hold the needle facing away from you and roll it around in your fingers as you rub it to make sure 
it’s magnetized on all sides.  

3. Lay the needle down right in the middle of your Styrofoam circle and lay the circle down to float in a tray of 
water. The magnetism of the needle will cause it to spin and point North! 
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