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Did you know there’s a free web video for this activity with step-by-step instructions? 

See all the fun activities for kids at www.activitytv.com. 
 

 

DESCRIPTION 
Do you want to be a magician? Well then join Ryan Oakes and his assistant Damian as they show you a great card trick 
called Cutting the Deck! 
 

MATERIALS
• piece of paper 

• pencil 

• deck of cards 
 

DIRECTIONS
1. Preparation: Take a look at the top card of the deck (make sure it’s shuffled beforehand) and then write the 

name of the card on the piece of paper. This will be your prediction. Fold it up and place it aside for later. 

2. Performance: Show the spectator the deck of cards and spread them across your hands to show them shuffled.  

3. Place the deck face down on the table and ask the spectator to cut the deck about in the middle. Have them 
place the part they removed back on top of the deck, upside down.  

4. Now, have them cut the deck again, only this time cutting DEEPER than their first cut. Have them flip this 
portion upside down and again place it back on top of the deck.  

5. Now, ask them to spread through the cards until they come to the first face down card. Remove it and place it 
aside.  

6. Ask the spectator to open the prediction and read it aloud. After they do so, turn the selected card over to 
show that it matches the prediction! 
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