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Did you know there’s a free web video for this activity with step-by-step instructions? 

See all the fun activities for kids at www.activitytv.com. 
 

 

DESCRIPTION 
Take out your wand and get ready to give it a whirl…'cause conjurer Ryan Oakes is going to show you how to make an 
awesome magic paper tree! All you need is a newspaper and scissors! 
 

MATERIALS
• section of newspaper 

• scotch tape 

• medium-sized paper bag 

  

DIRECTIONS
1. Preparation: Cut the newspaper into strips about 12” wide (and the full length of the newspaper). Make about 

20-30 strips. Now, take 2-3 strips together and begin to roll them up into a tube, as you near the end, slide 
more strips into the roll and continue rolling. Continue to add strips until all 30 strips have been rolled into one 
big tube. The finished tube should be about 2 inches wide (and not rolled too tightly). Tape the last sheet so 
that the tube will not come undone. Take the scissors and cut four slits in one end of the tube. The slits should 
be about 6 inches deep (assuming the tube is 12” long). Make them evenly dispersed around the top of the 
tube. Please the cut tube into a paper shopping bag (make sure the bag is larger than the tube so it cannot be 
seen). Place an additional sheet of newspaper in the bag (folded if needed). 

2. Performance: Introduce the bag and tell your audience it is a paper recycling plant. Explain that you will 
demonstrate how paper is recycled to save trees. 

3. Remove the sheet from the bag and begin to tear it into pieces. Tell them that this is the first step of recycling, 
to break down used paper into pulp again. 

4. Wave your hand over the bag and again explain that you have there a Paper Recycling “Plant”. Tell them you’ll 
prove it now. 

5. Reach into the bag and quickly fold bag the four flaps of the tube (these were created by the slits).  

6. Put your fingers inside the tube and lightly pull on the innermost sheet. The paper will come out easily, sort of 
like a telescope. USE your other hand to hold the bottom of the tube steady in the bag. 

7. If the paper was wrapped correctly (not too tightly and with enough sheets), the paper will continue to 
telescope out. Help it with your hand and slowly pull it from the bag. The “plant” will most likely grow up and 
out of the bag almost 7 feet!  
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