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Did you know there’s a free web video for this activity with step-by-step instructions? 

See all the fun activities for kids at www.activitytv.com. 
 

 

DESCRIPTION 
Get ready to tap into YOUR magic powers with the Printing Press magic trick! Magician Ryan Oakes shows you how to 
print your name, ID, or anything you want with just a magical swipe of your hand! 
 

MATERIALS
• A printed ID or business card 

  

DIRECTIONS
1. First you need to show the card as blank on both sides with a little slight of hand. Hold the card flat in your hand 

with the printed side down on your palm. 
 

2. Hold your hand out to show the blank side of the card to your audience. 
 

3. Now you’re going to flip your hand over while secretly flipping the card over at the same time. To do that, curl 
your fingers in over top of the blank side of the card while bringing your thumb underneath it. 
 

4. With your thumb, push the card into your fingers as you rotate your hand. This may take some practice but 
when done right and quickly enough, your audience will think you’re showing both sides of the card as blank 
when you’re actually just showing the same blank side twice. 
 

5. Now to make the printing “appear.” Place the card (again, blank side up) on the palm of your hand toward the 
fingers, keeping it parallel to the table underneath. 
 

6. Curl your hand around, holding the card up with your fingers underneath, and push the card out through your 
thumb and taking it with your other hand. 
 

7. Repeat steps 5 and 6 one more time, making sure the blank side of the card stays facing up. 
 

8. Place the card on your palm, this time in the center. 
 

9. Curl your hand around as you did before with your fingers catching the card. This time, instead of your fingers 
keeping the blank side up, your palm will have flipped it so the printed side now faces up. 
 

10. Push the card back out through your hand with your thumb to reveal the printed side facing up. Your audience 
will believe you magically printed the card with your hand! 
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